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HPCSD Continuity of Learning Plan for Families  
  

 

Introduction 
We know that nothing can replace the in-classroom learning experience.  However, because of 
the Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19), we are faced with this new challenge of educating our 
students through distance learning.  There are many questions about how we are moving 
forward in this situation.  This is uncharted territory for all of us -  administrators, teachers, 
students, and parents. Together, we will learn, grow, and persevere.  

The Hyde Park Central School District Continuity of Learning Plan is designed to provide 
families with information about  the continuation of learning expectations in the event of a 
long-term closure in the Hyde Park Central School District. The district will continue to update 
the community through School Messenger (emails, calls) and posting to the district website: 
https://www.hpcsd.org.  Principals will communicate building-specific information, and 
teachers will update families with class-specific information as they do when classes are in 
session.  

Due to the evolving nature of our current situation, we anticipate changes to this document. 
We will continue to update this guide, and make notations of these updates for as long as our 
students are distance learning. We will update the date on the cover page to alert you to 
changes. Of course, significant changes will also be shared via e-mail and/or website posts.  

Specific inquiries or concerns about your child or school can be directed to your child’s 
teacher or building administration, as indicated in each school’s directory.  The best way to 
reach teachers and administrators during an extended closure is by email. 

 

● HPCSD Staff Directory  [note: results can be filtered by building, department, etc] 
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Expectations For Teachers 

During a long-term closure in the Hyde Park Central School District, all faculty are required to 
maintain the following for each class and course they teach: 

● Maintain a Google Classroom page. 

● Post lessons, assignments, projects, and/or assessments for learning as 
appropriate. 

● Correspond via email with students and families as appropriate. 

Access to Technology 
The Hyde Park Central School District has a digital learning platform in place to support the 
learning of our students during this pandemic.  Please be sure to review the Acceptable Use 
Policy, the 1:1 Handbook, and other relevant documents about the use of technology in 
learning.  These are all available on the district website. 

Students in grades k - 12 are able to sign-in to a Chromebook or Chrome browser using their 
assigned username and password. Students k-5 do not have access to email.  Contact 
Technology Services if assistance is needed at 229.4004, or helpdesk@hpcsd.org. 

Students in grades 6 - 12 can access email. (e.g.firstnamelastname@hpcsd.org). Teachers will 
communicate with parent emails in grades K-5. If you have not done so already, you must 
update your eSchoolData parent portal account to include your personal email.  

The safety, security and privacy of our students and their data is a top priority. Many 
web-based platforms are not compliant with educational privacy requirements. Teachers have 
been instructed that any program (web-based or software) must be approved by the District so 
we may ensure it meets student data privacy requirements.  

Google Classroom is a free and secure learning network for teachers, students, and schools. 
It provides a safe way for us to connect, share content, access classwork, participate in 
discussion boards, and receive class information.  This will allow your child to have access to 
course content through the Internet at any time.  It is the tool Hyde Park Central School District 
will be using to deliver distance learning. (Please note, some concurrent college enrollment 
classes may be required to use the learning platform designated by the college.) 

  

 

Revised 4/17/20, v2.2 Page 4 

mailto:Firstnamelastname@hpcsd.org
https://esd-parentportal.mhric.org/


HPCSD Continuity of Learning Plan for Families  
For additional support in using Google Classroom, please access the following pages: 

● Google Classroom Help Center 

● Google Classroom Video Tutorial for Students & Parents  

Google Classroom can also be downloaded to your mobile phone or tablet through the app 
store on an Apple or Android device.  Classroom can also be opened on Xbox and Playstation. 
There isn’t an app that the students can add to their consoles. Instead, they are going to have 
to use the built-in browsers that come on the two devices.  

Please note that parents are not able to participate directly in Google Classroom.  If you would 
like to receive a weekly summary of your student’s activities, please contact your teacher 
directly.  Please contact building administration if you are unable to connect with Google 
Classroom. 

Academic Integrity 
Expectations for academic honesty continue and become even more relevant with distant 
learning. Please review expectations with regard to academic honesty and consult your 
teacher with any questions or concerns. 

Supported Technology Platforms 
Teachers have been encouraged to use a variety of found, and created, content to review and 
deliver new instructional material.  The safety, security and privacy of our students and their 
data is a top priority. Many web-based platforms are not compliant with educational privacy 
requirements. Teachers have been instructed that any platform which collects student 
information must be approved by the district so we may ensure adherence to strict student 
data privacy requirements.  
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General 
Set up a daily family routine, including healthy eating and sleeping habits; create a daily 
schedule that includes quiet work time, physical activity and family time.  

Talk each day with your child about his/her work and promote literacy by reading to your child 
and encouraging him/her to read independently.  

Parents should email their child’s teacher if they have questions or should they want to discuss 
their child’s progress.  

Spending nearly all of your time together during a pandemic may cause a wide range of 
emotions and you may experience unexpected challenges.  Although our buildings are empty, 
our administrators, clinicians, counselors, and other school personnel are available by email 
should you need their support.  

All final grades will be pass/fail. 

Elementary Schedule 
Students in grades K - 5 should expect up to 1 hour of on-line learning daily and 1 hour of 
independent, off-line work.  Families should monitor progress balancing play, breaks, snacks, 
and work. In addition to the assigned work, we encourage students to continue to read, journal 
and play outdoors. 

Time Spent On-Line in Each Subject 

 

Grades K - 5 

Reading Writing Math Science / 
Social 
Studies 

Art, 
PE,Library 
and Music 

10 minutes 10 minutes 10 minutes 10 minutes 10 minutes  
 

Students in grades K - 2 will have phonics delivered through Headsprout. (on-line resource).  

Music, Art, Library and PE will provide weekly opportunities for learning.  Music ensemble 
classes will have one assignment per week, with a general expectation of a regular 
instrumental and vocal practice schedule for students. At this time there will be no group or 
individual lessons. 

AIS support/co-teachers/Resource Room teachers will collaborate with classroom teachers 
helping to scaffold and give feedback and provide support for students individually, without 
assigning additional work to students. 
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Secondary Schedule 
Students in grades 6 - 12 will receive a maximum of two hours of instruction per week per 
subject / course.  

AP students and concurrent enrollment college courses will follow the AP College Board or the 
respective college guidelines.  Students in these courses will not receive pass/fail grades 
unless indicated by the institution that governs or certifies the courses.  

Core Subjects (Math, English, Science, and Social Studies) 

● Post a maximum of two assignments per week (e.g., essay, text reading, journal entries, 
skill practice, materials focused on the Regent’s exams/ Next Generation Learning 
Standards) 

● Encore Subjects (Fine And Performing Arts, Technology, Health, PE, LAWS, World 
Languages, Information Fluency, AIS, Resource Room) 

● Post a maximum of one assignment per week (e.g., responding to/creating or 
performing works of art/music, daily log of practice activity, sketchbook entries) 

With regard to science laboratory courses, the COVID-19 virus has caused this extended 
closure and thus may prevent both the school’s ability to provide and student’s ability to meet 
the mandatory laboratory requirement for admission to a science Regents examination.  As per 
NYSED, the superintendent may admit students enrolled in such courses to the culminating 
Regents examination.  
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Special Education 
Case managers will contact students weekly via phone/email to provide assistance as needed.  

Progress notes will be emailed out from the Special Education office to families beginning on 
April 10, 2020.  

Related Services 

It is the expectation that IEP mandated services will continue as closely as possible to the 
recommendations as on the IEP.  Individual decisions for services will be made in conjunction 
with families.  Group sessions will be converted to individual sessions to ensure confidentiality. 
All sessions will be held at pre-scheduled times on a regular basis.  Thirty minute sessions will 
be inclusive of the time needed to set up the technology and begin.  All sessions will be noted 
in order to maintain a record of missed sessions.  

Speech/Language providers will provide therapy as closely as mandated by the student’s IEP. 
Providers will reach out to students/families and will be available via email.  

Students receiving occupational and physical therapy services will be provided with information 
regarding exercises/activities to do in order to maintain skills. Providers will check in with 
students/families on a regular basis as per IEP mandates.  

The support staff (psychologist, social worker) who provide in school counseling services will 
touch base with individual students/families as per the IEP mandates. They will check in on 
overall student well being and be available to provide additional community resources.  

We anticipate that students receiving hearing or vision services will be contacted by their 
BOCES service provider. More information will be provided when available.  
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CPSE/CSE/504 Meetings 

We will make every effort to hold all CSE, CPSE and 504 meetings at the scheduled date and 
time. All meetings will be held remotely by either phone conferencing or using the Google 
virtual product which the district currently accesses via the Internet. Parents/Guardians will 
receive an email invite to a Google Meet event.  

PLEASE NOTE:  

The CSE, CPSE and 504 meeting will officially start when the chairperson joins the meeting. If 
the meeting does not begin on time, please be patient. In these unusual circumstances, delays 
may occur. The school staff with whom parents/guardians are scheduled to meet will be 
participating in the remote meeting. Parents/Guardians may also still invite additional people 
having knowledge or special expertise about their child to the meeting as we have the ability to 
conference with multiple parties at once. Parents/Guardians will need to provide the email 
contact for any such additional people in advance of the meeting. Parents/Guardians who may 
have difficulty participating remotely in the meeting are asked to contact the Special Education 
office as soon as possible. Please note, if the parents/guardians are unable to participate 
remotely/phone, we will not be able to reschedule the meeting until the District has resumed 
normal operations, which may cause a significant delay in our ability to plan and develop an 
IEP for the 2020-2021 school year.  

Initial Referrals/Reevaluations 

For new and existing initial referrals, conducting and completing initial evaluations/testing may 
be delayed depending on the circumstances and length of the District closure. For 
reevaluations in which testing is scheduled to occur during the time the District is closed, the 
reevaluations/testing may be delayed and rescheduled to a time period after the District has 
resumed normal operations. Those students with outstanding evaluations will receive prior 
written notice indicating that the timeline is delayed.  Clarification regarding instructional 
questions can be directed to the child’s case manager, teacher or building principal.  

For questions or clarification of information regarding referrals, testing/evaluation or meetings, 
inquiries can be directed to the following individuals:  

Director of Special Education:  Heather Chadwell Dennis heatherdennis@hpcsd.org 

Secondary Special Education 
Coordinator 

Joanna Murphy joannamurphy@hpcsd.org 

Elementary/CPSE Special 
Education Coordinator 

Andrew Dease andrewdease@hpcsd.org 
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While the District is closed, the Special Education office will be unable to receive faxes. In 
addition, access to student files will be limited during the time the District is closed. Any 
requests for copies of evaluations or reports may not be processed until staff is allowed to 
return to buildings.  

Clerical staff remains available via email to receive information and to answer general 
questions.  

Please contact the following individuals for support:  

Student Records Assistant  Shontae Swain shontaeswain@hpcsd.org 

Student Records Assistant Robin Peek robinpeek@hpcsd.org 

Assistant Angela Nelson angelanelson@hpcsd.org 

Senior Account Clerk Terri Scott terriscott@hpcsd.org 

Medicaid / Scripts Patty Hart pathart@hpcsd.org 

 

More information can be found here:  

Department of Education - Questions and Answers on Providing Services to Children with 
Disabilities During the COVID-19 Outbreak. Additional guidance from the Federal Department 
of Education and Special Education Office of the New York State Education Department is 
expected in the near future. 

State Education Department Issues Additional Guidance to Schools Regarding Novel 
Coronavirus  
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Grading & Assessment 

3rd Quarter Grade Reports 

● K - 12 Report cards will go live via eSchoolData’s Parent Portal on April 21st 

○ To sign-up for parent portal, please go to https://esd-parentportal.mhric.org/  

○ Contact 229.4004 if you have any issues accessing your student’s information. t. 

● Beginning April 10th: IEP progress notes will be emailed to families 

● Teachers will base 3rd quarter grades upon work completed prior to March 16 

While students will not be formally graded during a long-term closure in the Hyde Park Central 
School District, they will be expected to complete the work assigned by their child’s teacher 
and adhere to posted deadlines. Students can expect to receive ongoing feedback, 
suggestions and ideas from their teachers and classmates. 

End of year information 

The New York State Education Department is currently allowing our schools to grant course 
and diploma credit for students who achieve learning outcomes through remote learning. The 
New York State Education Department has cancelled the administration of the New York State 
ELA, Math, Science, Regents, and NYSESLAT Exams.  

Regents Exams & Graduation Requirements  

Any student currently enrolled in a class that ends in a Regents Examination (e.g., Global 10, 
English 11, Geometry) will be given Regents credit towards graduation upon successful 
completion of the class.  If a student fails to pass the class this school year but passes the 
class in summer school, that student will be given Regents credit towards graduation. Any 
student who passed the class in prior years but had not yet passed the Regents Examination 
in that course and was scheduled to take the exam this June will now be granted Regents 
credit toward graduation.  For more information, please click here. 

Any student enrolled in a Foreign Language class that ends in a Checkpoint A Examination will 
be awarded credit towards a Regents Diploma.   Any student enrolled in a Foreign Language 
class that ends in a Checkpoint B Examination will be awarded credit towards the Advanced 
Regents Diploma.  
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Any student pursuing a CDOS (Career Development and Occupational Studies) credential will 
not be required to meet the 216 hours of work-related experience in order to qualify for the 
credential. 

The College Board has posted some new guidance for schools impacted by long-term closure. 
They have afforded schools the ability to extend the AP testing window, thus adding more days 
of instruction back into the calendar. We will continue to monitor these updates from the 
College Board here and make adjustments as needed in consultation with AP teachers in the 
High School. 

Attendance 
Daily attendance will not be taken during school closure.  Teachers will reach out via email or 
phone to any students not using Google Classroom to ensure that the student has access to 
their work. 

School Nutrition 
Effective Wednesday, March 18, 2020, Hyde Park Central School District will be serving 
“grab-and-go” meals for students who qualify for Free or Reduced Price meals through our 
School Lunch Program.  

While schools are closed due to the current state of emergency, each week meals will be 
available for pickup on Mondays at the District Office Building, 11 Boice Rd. in Hyde Park. 
Distribution will be from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00.  

To keep with social distancing protocols, a family member will be required to pick food up from 
a table that is more than 6 feet in distance from other families and staff members.  Each 
eligible student will receive one breakfast and one lunch meal for each day of the school week 
(10 meals total).  A menu, food safety instructions, and a list of additional resources will be 
provided to the family at distribution. 

For any additional accommodations families can contact the Food Service department at (845) 
229-4006 or Foodservices@Hpcsd.org prior to distribution on Mondays.  Meals for the entire 
week will be distributed at one time to reduce contact for the safety of  both our families and 
staff.  Food is prepared by our food service department following guidelines from The 
Dutchess County Department of Behavioral & Community Health (DBCH) and the New York 
State Department of Health (NYSDOH) to reduce the spread of the novel coronavirus. 
Employees receive a health screening at the beginning of each shift. Updated information is 
provided on the district website, sent via email, and with School Messenger.  Please contact 
our Food Service Director, Shauna DeCiutis, with any questions or concerns.  
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For Parents: Additional Resources about COVID-19  

● National Assoc. of School Psychologists: Talking to Children About COVID-19 

● Centers for Disease Control Resources for Home 

● How to Talk to Kids About Coronavirus 

● How to Talk About Coronavirus with Kids 

● Schools Are Closing for Coronavirus. Now What?  

● Brain Pop on Coronavirus 

● Mystery Science: How Do Germs Get Inside of Your Body? 

● YouTube Video: Where Do New Viruses Come From 
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